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Presented by Puppet Animation Scotland in association with the 
Traverse Theatre, this is theatre and animation of the highest award-
winning quality for consenting adults!
 
For manipulate, we have worked to explore and celebrate the close 
relationships in theory and practice between the art forms of puppet 
theatre and animation.

Companies from Germany, Spain, Portugal, England and Scotland 
present a varied programme of performances, masterclasses and 
events designed to entertain, challenge and inspire. Leave your 
preconceptions at the door and enter the colourful world of the best 
of innovative international theatre.

PUPPET ANIMATION SCOTLAND PRESENTS

manipulate   VISUAL THEATRE FESTIVAL

WELCOME TO OUR ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF 
INSPIRATIONAL INTERNATIONAL VISUAL THEATRE. 

SIMON HART  Artistic Director
EMMA WHITTERS  Administrator

TICKETING INFORMATION: TRAVERSE THEATRE
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TICKETING INFORMATION: 

www.manipulatefestival.org

7.30PM PERFORMANCES
£13/£8/£5 (regular/over 60s 
& students & unemployed)

9.30PM PERFORMANCES
£6/£4 (regular/concession)

Buy a ticket for a 7.30pm 
performance and get a discount
of £2 if you buy a ticket for the 9.30 
performance the same evening.

MASTERCLASSES 
Contact Puppet Animation 
Scotland for further details.

BOX OFFICE OPENING TIMES
Mon-Sat, 10am-6pm

HOW TO BOOK
Face to face: 
Traverse Box Office
Cambridge Street
Edinburgh, EH1 2ED
Online: www.traverse.co.uk  
Telephone: 0131 228 1404

We accept cash, cheques, 
Mastercard, Visa, Maestro, 
Delta, Solo and Visa Electron

Concessions are available for students, 
under 18s, over 60s, members of 
entertainment unions, StagePass and 
Young Scot card holders. The Registered 
Unemployed concession is available for 
anyone in receipt of Jobseekers Allowance 
or Disability Living Allowance.

Remember to bring proof of your concession 
status when you pick up your tickets. 

RESERVATIONS
Unpaid reservations can be held for five 
days until one hour prior to performance.
 
LATECOMERS
Please ensure that you allow sufficient 
time for your journey to the Traverse 
as latecomers will not be admitted. 

ACCESS AT THE TRAVERSE
Level access, automatic doors at Cambridge 
Street entrance, lift with Braille signage and 
audible announcer, adapted toilets at ground 
and Traverse Bar Café levels, wheelchair 
spaces, assistance dogs welcome, infra red 
(headsets available from the Front of House 
staff) and induction loop systems are all 
available.
 
To book a wheelchair space or for any 
further access queries/requirements contact 
Martin Duffield, Box Office Manager on 0131 
228 1404 / email boxoffice@traverse.co.uk
 
Artlink offers an escort service to help 
people with disability enjoy the arts 
– contact them directly at www.
artlinkedinburgh.co.uk / 0131 229 3555



TUESDAY 2 FEBRUARY / 7.30PM
TRAVERSE THEATRE 1 / CIRCOLANDO (PORTUGAL)

If we are asked for the most precious 
benefit of a home, we would answer: 
the home shelters dreams, the home 
protects the dreamer, the home allows 
dreaming to take wings in peace...

Without words, and with elements 
of dance and poetry, rooms beyond 
geometry are entered and explored. 
Refuges for dreaming, the smallest of 
rooms can grow without limits. Their 
walls can open themselves to the wind, 
the trees and the birds...

Rooms inside us are made of memories, 
of times past and times yet to come. 

Quarto Interior articulates these 
intimate inner spaces where we keep 
this suspended time, sometimes almost 
forgotten: a time of all ages of innocence 
and experience.

Over the past four years this award 
-winning fusion of dance and object 
theatre has toured to enthusiastic 
audiences throughout Europe and 
the Far East.

www.circolando.com

QUARTO INTERIOR
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THEY CALL IT THE INNER ROOM, BUT THEY COULD ALSO 
CALL IT THE HEAD: IT IS THERE THAT EVERYTHING IN THIS 

STRANGE AND COMPELLING PERFORMANCE TAKES PLACE, 
A JOURNEY TO INFINITY AND BEYOND...

PUBLICO, PORTUGAL 

DIARIO DE NOTICIAS, PORTUGAL

IN THE PLAYFUL CLOWNING OF THE CHARACTERS, 
IN THE INNOCENT HUMOUR OF CHILDHOOD MEMORIES, 
IN THE IMPISH DAZZLING OF RE-INVENTED SHAPES AND 
GESTURES, WE SEE A BEAUTIFUL WORK FULL OF GREAT 
POWER AND SUBTLE HIDDEN MEANINGS...

Using Michel Foucault’s explorations of the consequences 
of inverting Clausewitz’s famous proposition that war is the 
continuation of politics by other means, what can we intuit 
from supposing that the end of WW II in 1945 only occurred 
in 1989, with the fall of the Berlin Wall? Or, indeed, that we 
still await 1989? 

Using the technology of cultural memory this piece aims 
through sound and abstract image to evoke not so much 
the past of postwar Europe, as its possible present.

TUESDAY 2 FEBRUARY / 9.30PM
TRAVERSE THEATRE 2 / MISCHA TWITCHIN (ENGLAND)

WE ARE ALWAYS WRITING THE HISTORY OF THE 
SAME WAR, EVEN WHEN WE ARE WRITING THE 

HISTORY OF PEACE AND ITS INSTITUTIONS…

TO CONSIDER IDEAS AS SCULPTURE – 
TO SEARCH FOR THE FORMS CREATED BY 
THINKING – TO CONSIDER SCULPTURE’S 
EMBODIMENT IN SOUND AND LANGUAGE, 
ON THE BORDER BETWEEN THE INVISIBLE 
WORLD AND THE VISIBLE WORLD...

MICHEL FOUCAULT

JOSEPH BEUYS

TUESDAY 2 FEBRUARY / 9.30PMTUESDAY 2 FEBRUARY / 9.30PMTUESDAY 2 FEBRUARY / 9.30PMTUESDAY 2 FEBRUARY / 9.30PMTUESDAY 2 FEBRUARY / 9.30PM
TRAVERSE THEATRE 2 / MISCHA TWITCHIN (ENGLAND)

1945
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A BEAUTIFUL, ENTRANCING PIECE THAT 
MAKES COLOURFUL PICTURES WITH SOUND, 
AND SUGGESTS LOST WORLDS WITH PICTURES 
THAT WE ARE NOT SURE IF WE REALLY SAW OR 
MERELY IMAGINED…SYNAESTHESIA FOR THE SOUL.
( I WONDER SOMETIMES WHO I AM: FOREST FRINGE, 2009) 
TOTAL THEATRE

A sound sculpture by George Tomlinson and Mischa Twitchin.

www.shunt.co.uk/mischa_twitchin

in 1989, with the fall of the Berlin Wall? Or, indeed, that we 

Using the technology of cultural memory this piece aims 
through sound and abstract image to evoke not so much 
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WEDNESDAY 3 FEBRUARY / 7.30PM 
TRAVERSE THEATRE 1 / FIGURENTHEATER TÜBINGEN (GERMANY)

LONDON EVENING STANDARD

Or...the nocturnal side of 
affairs...

A drawer opens...Secret 
messages escape, entrancing 
strange centaur-like creatures, 
who are half-man, and half-
beast. These messages force 
their way into the back rooms 
of memory, where they meet 
a multi-faceted Death, an 
effortlessly dancing, almost 
skipping Death. Inspired by the 
artistic tradition of the Dance 
of the Dead, from medieval 
iconography, a powerful and 
disturbing cycle of poetic and 
bizarre metamorphoses unfolds.

Founded in 1991 by Frank 
Soehnle and Karin Ersching, 
Figurentheater Tübingen works 
at the intersection of puppetry, 
object theatre and live art. Far 
away from familiar theatre 
disciplines, both in their stage 
shows and many short films 
for German television, they 
continually break new artistic 
ground. The recipient of many 
awards, this production has 
appeared to great acclaim 
throughout Europe.

REUTLINGER NACHTRICHTEN, GERMANY

THE STUFF OF NIGHTMARES PERHAPS 
BUT LOVELY NIGHTMARES...

A VISUALLY ARRESTING, WITTY AND 
HAUNTINGLY BEAUTIFUL SPECTACLE.

SOEHNLE CHARMS HIS EXPRESSIVELY MASKED AND COSTUMED 
FIGURES INTO APPEARING AS IF FROM NOWHERE. THIS SURREAL 
KALEIDOSCOPE IS A WORDLESS, WEIGHTLESS DANCE UPON GRAVES.
THE AUDIENCE IS SPELLBOUND, BREATHLESS, FASCINATED.
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SALTO.LAMENTO

www.figurentheater-tuebingen.de
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MADAGASCAR, CARNET DE VOYAGE  
 
Dir. Bastien Dubois, France 2009
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These uncommon animated films include 
journeys within and journeys without; 
expeditions with love and without love; 
travels with hope and passion and flashes 
of sweet humour. They crackle with 
juxtapositions and bristle with conflict, 
and all of them share a restless curiosity, 
a desire to map, to understand and 
recreate the energy and pulse of life.

WINGS AND OARS    

Dir. Vladimir Leschiov, Latvia 2009

UNICYCLE FILM     
     
Dir. Thomas Hicks, UK 2009

PLEASE SAY SOMETHING    

Dir. David O’Reilly, Germany 2009

HERURBELTZAK, A COMMON GRAVE  
 
Dir. Izibene Oñederra, Spain 2007

SHE WHO MEASURES    

Dir. Veljko Popovic, Croatia 2008

CHAINSAW     
    
Dir. Dennis Tupicoff, Australia 2007

WEDNESDAY 3 FEBRUARY/ 9.30PM 
TRAVERSE THEATRE 2 / VARIOUS

EXPLORATIONS OF LOVE, DEATH AND POWER TOOLSEXPLORATIONS OF LOVE, DEATH AND POWER TOOLSEXPLORATIONS OF LOVE, DEATH AND POWER TOOLS



Six Scottish based artists with a 
passion for puppetry and shadow 
theatre of all kinds, shapes and 
sizes, have each been given an 
award by Puppet Animation Scotland 
to create a piece of visual theatre

The only stipulation – that each piece 
lasts for no longer than four minutes

Apart from that, anything goes...

THURSDAY 4 FEBRUARY / 7.30PM 
TRAVERSE THEATRE 2 / VARIOUS & PANGOLIN’S TEATIME (SCOTLAND)

SNAPSHOTS: CREATION & PLAY
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A CABARET, A SCRATCH, 
A SMORGASBORD OF BEAUTIFUL, 
CHALLENGING AND THOUGHT-
PROVOKING VISUAL PERFORMANCE.

Come to The Great Puppet Horn 
for tales bizarre and comic; 
presented in the monochrome 
glory of the shadow screen. 

Full of irreverent humour, 
political machinations, and 
dangerously correct grammar, 
The Great Puppet Horn provides 
cultural critique as only bits of 
cardboard stuck to a stick can. 

Watch in delight as shadowy 
characters familiar and unknown 
speak, beat-box and pole-dance 
for your entertainment. From the 
wilds of Edinburgh Pangolin’s 
Teatime brings you this feast 
of the horn. 

Come...
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THE MECHANICAL TURK / ALAN FINLAYSON
BATTLING THE HARD MAN / AMANDA MONFROOE 
BLANKET COVER  / CHARLOTTE MASLIN-PROTHERO 
BUT IT’S COLD OUTSIDE / EWAN MCINTYRE 
BUT FOR THIS… / SIMON ABBOTT 
BLIND ALLEY / SHONA REPPE 

Between each piece we will screen five short films by maverick British animator, 
music video director and illustrator Thomas Hicks: Nightwatchman’s Blues; 
Grown Up & Away; Kaiten Mokuba; Muybridge Projections and Rock My Boat.

www.pangolinsteatime.com

1ST HALF:
CREATIVE OPPORTUNITIES

2ND HALF:
THE GREAT PUPPET HORN

SUNDAY TIMES

THE SCOTSMAN
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INGENIOUS AND INVENTIVE

HERE WAS MAGIC

THE SCOTSMANTHE SCOTSMANTHE SCOTSMANTHE SCOTSMANTHE SCOTSMANTHE SCOTSMANTHE SCOTSMAN
INGENIOUS AND INVENTIVE

SUNDAY TIMES
HERE WAS MAGIC



For adults-only, an eclectic mix of live 
puppetry and animation, where the only 
predictable thing  is that compere and 
acts will be completely unpredictable...

Puppet Grinder was created in 2007 
to provide a platform for fresh talent 
to showcase new and experimental 
puppetry for adult audiences. Every 
cabaret features polished live acts 
and animations ranging from the 
beautiful and comical to the 
grotesque and wonderfully weird.

Visit www.manipulatefestival.org  
from January for more details. 
The only thing you can expect is 
the unexpected... 

FRIDAY 5 FEBRUARY / 7.30PM 
TRAVERSE THEATRE 1 / (ENGLAND)
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FILM: RENAISSANCE
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In 2054, Paris is a labyrinth where all movement is monitored and recorded. 
Casting a shadow over everything is the city’s largest company, Avalon, which 
insinuates itself into every aspect of contemporary life to sell its primary export – 
youth and beauty. When Ilona Tassueiv, a young and brilliant researcher at Avalon 
is violently kidnapped, her employers want her found at any cost. Dellenbach, 
Avalon’s CEO, has requested that Officer Bartholomew Karas, a hostage retrieval 
specialist and the most controversial cop in the force be in charge of the case...

FRIDAY 5 FEBRUARY / 9.30PM
TRAVERSE THEATRE 2 / DIR. CHRISTIAN VOLCKMAN, FRANCE, 2006

Voices: Daniel Craig, Catherine McCormack, Ian Holm, Jonathan Pryce

GRATIFYINGLY DOWNBEAT AND FAR 
MORE COHERENT THAN THE JAPANESE 
ANIME MOVIES TO WHICH IT ALSO OWES 
A DEBT, ‘RENAISSANCE’ INTELLIGENTLY 
EXPLORES THE ETHICAL COMPLEXITIES 

OF GENETIC MANIPULATION.
TIME OUT

11

LONDON THEATRE BLOG

ONE OF THE MOST UNUSUAL, 
EDGY AND ENTERTAINING NIGHTS 

I’VE SPENT AT THE THEATRE IN 
AGES...A MARVELLOUS MELANGE 

OF FANTASTICAL STORIES, 
OUTRAGEOUS CHARACTERS AND 

UNABASHED ECCENTRICITY...
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TIME OUT ONLINE 2009

KIDS BE DAMNED, THIS BE 
HIGH QUALITY, ADULTS-ONLY 
PUPPETRY... YOU’LL LOVE IT.

TAKE ‘METROPOLIS’, ‘BLADE RUNNER’ 
AND ‘SIN CITY’...AND YOU’LL HAVE 
A SEMBLANCE OF ‘RENAISSANCE’.
VARIETY
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Summertime...some far away 
sunny Mediterranean town...
an exclusive little hotel by the 
sea...unsuspecting well to do 
guests and well-pressed 
servants on a day that will 
change their lives forever… 

Hotel Crab is a place where 
nothing ever happens until the 
arrival of a new guest. Unexpected 
events break the monotony of 
this peculiar establishment as a 
midnight robbery takes everybody 
by surprise...

Borrowing heavily from the 
aesthetic of silent film, Hotel Crab 
is a sparkling, fast moving caper 
without words – a fantastical 
comedy full of surprises, passions 
and misunderstandings. 

An amorous bell boy, a mysterious 
cat-burglar, a dodgy hotelier, 
a hirsute cabaret singer, an 
incompetent police inspector, 
and an inquisitive crab that holds 
the key to everything, invite you 
to enjoy the thrills and spills of 
the jet-set lifestyle!

www.trukitrek.net

SATURDAY 6 FEBRUARY / 7.30PM  
TRAVERSE THEATRE 1 / TRUKITREK (SPAIN)

and an inquisitive crab that holds 
the key to everything, invite you 
to enjoy the thrills and spills of 

HOTEL CRAB 

JURY PRESIDENT, WORLD FESTIVAL OF PUPPET ART, PRAGUE
(HOTEL CRAB: BEST PERFORMANCE AWARD)

WHEN THE FINAL CURTAIN FELL I RELISHED IN THE 
THOUGHT OF HOW MANY ADULTS PREVIOUSLY 

UNINTERESTED IN PUPPETS WOULD FIND 
THEMSELVES LOVING PUPPETRY FOR THE FIRST TIME.

INTERNATIONALES WANDERTHEATER FESTIVAL 
RADEBEUL, 2009

WINNER OF BEST PERFORMANCE AWARD 
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Based on the Short Stories of 
Etgar Keret, $9.99 is a stop 
motion animated feature which 
offers slightly less than $10 
worth about the meaning of life.
Have you ever wondered “What 
is the meaning of life? Why do 
we exist?” The answer to this 
vexing question is now within 
your reach! You’ll find it in a 
small yet amazing booklet, 
priced $9.99, which will explain, 
in easy to follow, simple terms 
your reason for being! 

This book alters the life of David 
Peck, anunemployed 28 year old 
who still lives at home. In his 
struggle to share his find with 
the world, Dave’s surreal path 
crosses with those of his unusual 
neighbours: an old man and his 
disgruntled guardian angel, a 
magician in debt, a bewitching 
woman who likes her men extra 
smooth, a broken-hearted man 
who befriends a group of hard 
partying two inch tall students, 
and a little boy who sets his piggy 
bank free...just a normal bunch 
of people really...

SATURDAY 6 FEBRUARY / 9.30PM
TRAVERSE THEATRE 2 / DIR. TATIA ROSENTHAL, ISRAEL / AUSTRALIA, 2008

AS THE FIRST SEQUENCE MAKES ABUNDANTLY CLEAR, DIRECTOR AND 
SCREENWRITER AREN’T POKING FUN. A SEMI-ABSURDIST DIALOGUE BUILDS 
TO A BLOOD-SPATTERING PUNCH LINE THAT DECISIVELY SETS THE FILM’S 
MELANCHOLIC TONE. ANIMATION IS SO OFTEN USED FOR FRIVILOUS FLIGHTS 
OF FANCY THAT IT’S SOMETHING OF A SHOCK TO SEE IT EMPLOYED IN THE 
SERVICE OF A TALE THAT EMPHASIZES HUMAN FOIBLE AND MORTALITY.
TIME OUT

FILM: $9.99

Voices: Anthony LaPaglia, Geoffrey Rush
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TUESDAY 2 – THURSDAY 4 FEBRUARY / 10.30AM
TRAVERSE THEATRE 2 / JOY HAYNES (ENGLAND)

Drawing inspiration from personal stories, 
histories, fairytales and mythology this 
masterclass/workshop will examine the 
relationship between Objects and the 
Performer. Through playful improvisations 
we will look at the histories of particular 
chosen objects and their common purpose 
as well as the individual associations and 
memories they can evoke. We will explore 
how this information can communicate ideas 
and narratives powerfully and vividly to an 
audience primarily through visual means.

MASTERCLASS: STORIES & OBJECTS

JEAN BAUDRILLARD: THE SYSTEM OF OBJECT 

FRIDAY 5 & SATURDAY 6 FEBRUARY / 10.30AM
TRAVERSE THEATRE 2 / DESMOND JONES (ENGLAND)

MASTERCLASS: DYNAMIC ACTING
PHYSICAL STORYTELLING FOR THEATRE 

DESMOND JONES

14 15

COMMEDIA: THE THEATRE OF URGENCY, WHICH ONLY EXISTS THROUGH 
A COMPLETE COMMITMENT OF THE PERFORMER’S ENERGY AND FOCUS, 
AND WHOSE SOLE REASON FOR EXISTENCE IS TO MAKE PEOPLE LAUGH.

‘THE LOVED OBJECT’....APART FROM THE USES TO WHICH WE PUT THEM 
IN ANY PARTICULAR MOMENT, OBJECTS IN THIS SENSE HAVE ANOTHER 

ASPECT WHICH IS INTIMATELY BOUND UP WITH THE SUBJECT.

In this masterclass participants will 
explore the fundamentals of mime and 
physical theatre. Through playing and the 
development of short scenes they will 
explore the rhythms of dramatic and comic 
timing, building up understanding of and 
confidence in techniques and processes that 
have the dramatic potential to take their 
creative ideas and emotions to new levels.
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CAFE FILMS: GRADUATE SHOWREELS FROM 
EDINBURGH COLLEGE OF ART STUDENTS 

From the film ‘Bus Ride with Flowers in her Hair’ 
by Asaf Agranat

From Birth to Death with all the messy bits in 
between, Automata show life as it really isn’t 
...predictable! The automata here, function both 
as instructor and entertainer in a push button 
exhibition of classic pieces by modern makers. 

Brought together by London’s Cabaret Mechanical 
Theatre and Scotlands AutomatomaniA, the art of 
mechanism comes to life with a seductive wiggle 
or a physical jerk from the characters made by 
Paul Spooner, Matt Smith and Geoff Felix. 

For many years the Edinburgh College Of Art’s 
animation department has enjoyed considerable 
success in producing innovative and ground-
breaking work. Not only have students and staff 
consistently won awards and distinctions at 
festivals and competitions throughout the world, 
but their work has been frequently screened on 
television in the UK and abroad.

www.automatomania.co.uk
www.cabaret.co.uk

www.eca.ac.uk
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FOYER EXHIBITION: LIVING MECHANICALS



In addition to the manipulate Visual Theatre Festival, Puppet Animation Scotland 
also presents the Puppet Animation Festival. The 2009 event was our 25th annual 
celebration of puppetry and animation in Scotland. From its origins during 1984 
as a week of performances in Edinburgh, this year the Festival lasted for six weeks, 
presenting 364 events provided by 27 companies in 143 venues throughout Scotland 
to 20,611 people. 

The Puppet Animation Festival is the largest and oldest performing arts event for 
children and young people in the UK. Performance spaces range from city centre 
theatres, to urban community and arts centres, to the smallest village halls. The 
Festival has a network of partnerships with 27 local authorities, as well as a wide 
range of venues throughout the country, each of whom programmes what is most 
appropriate for its audiences. 

Puppet theatre is a thriving art form in this country, with a strong and lively sector 
of professional companies and practitioners. Since 1999 Scottish puppeteers have 
presented 18,796 performances and workshops for 1,466,877 people in the UK. Of 
this number 1,215,461 lived in Scotland (Figures - Puppet Animation Scotland:  
Annual Surveys, 1998-2009). 

As well as its two national festivals Puppet Animation Scotland also supports the 
professional puppetry community in a wide variety of practical ways, providing over 
£50,000 a year through its various funds for the creation of new work, travel, training 
and other continuous professional development opportunities.

For details about the Puppet Animation Festival 2010, or any of our other activities:

www.puppetanimationscotland.org

Puppet Animation Scotland  is dedicated to 
the advocacy for, and the development and celebration 
of, the art forms of puppetry and animation in Scotland.

DESIGN / WWW.WEARED8.COM

THINGS HAVE A LIFE OF THEIR OWN, IT IS 
SIMPLY A MATTER OF WAKING THEIR SOULS.
GABRIEL GARCIA MARQUEZ


